Article 1 COMMUNITY RELATIONS Policy No. 1101

Community Relations

Use of School Facilities: Student Groups

1.

Access by Youth Organizations. The District will allow, upon request, a representative of
a recognized youth organization to provide: (1) oral or written information to students
regarding the youth organization and how such youth organization furthers the educational
interests and civic involvement of students in a manner consistent with good citizenship;
and (2) services and activities to any student who is a member of such youth organization.
A “recognized youth organization” is limited to those group listed in 36 U.S.C. Subtitle II,
Part B. Each requesting youth organization will be permitted to provide information at
school at least once during each school year. The administration will make a good faith
effort to find a mutually agreeable date, time, and location for each requesting youth
organization, though the administration shall have the ultimate authority to select the date,
time, and location for any requesting youth organization. Under no circumstances will any
requesting youth organization be permitted to provide oral information to students during
instructional time, unless previously approved by the Superintendent or Superintendent’s
designee. Every representative from a requesting youth organization must submit to, at the
organization’s cost, a background check. The Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee
may refuse to allow an individual to be on school grounds if the individual's background
check discloses a prior felony conviction or if, in the Superintendent’s discretion, the
background check otherwise reveals concerns about student safety. Nothing in this
Paragraph preempts or undermines any provision of the District’s Parental Involvement
Policy.

Equal Access to Student Groups. In the event any of the secondary schools (grades 6-12)
have a limited open forum as defined in the Equal Access Act, such school(s) shall not
deny equal access or a fair opportunity to, or discriminate against, any students who wish
to conduct a meeting within that limited open forum on the basis of the religious, political,
philosophical, or other content of the speech at such meetings. A limited open forum for
this purpose exists if the secondary school grants an offering to or opportunity for one or
more non-curriculum related student groups to meet on school premises during
noninstructional time.

All such student meetings at school are subject to the following requirements:

a. the meeting must be voluntary and student-initiated;

b. there must be no sponsorship of the meeting by the school or its agents or
employees;

c. employees or agents of the school are present at religious meetings only in a
nonparticipatory capacity;

d. the meeting must not materially and substantially interfere with the orderly conduct
of educational activities within the school; and

e. non-school persons may not direct, conduct, control, or regularly attend activities
of the student group.
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The administration shall in all respects maintain the District in compliance with the Equal
Access Act.

3. Equal Access to Outside Groups Meeting at School. If the District provides an opportunity
for one or more outside youth or community groups to meet on school premises or in school
facilities before or after school hours, the District shall make that opportunity available to
other similarly situated groups. The administration shall in all respects maintain the
District in compliance with the Equal Access Act.

Legal Reference: 20 U.S.C. Section 4071-4074 (Equal Access Act)
20 U.S.C. Sec. 7905 (Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act) & 34
CFR Part 108
LB 705, § 126.

Date of Adoption: Formerly Policy 1105 Adopted 11/9/2009
Revision: 6/19/2023
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